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The jont committee, appointed by both branches of the
Legislature, upon that part of the Governor’s message,’
which relates to the gontroversy between thisstate and the

state of Virginia, iff regard to our southern and western
boundaries,jhave had the same under cousidzration, and re-

spectfully report:
L idering it due to the dignity of the state, and

iilay, ¢consi{icl

the protection and welfare of our citizens, who reside on
the confines of the disputed Territory, that this matter

should be finally settled, your committee have given the
subject the most mature consideration, which the delicacy
of the controversy with a sister state, involving a large ex-

tent of our dominion requires.

1st. On a maiter of such vitl concern to the state, and .

for the purpose of cailing -the attention of the members of

both Houses, to the pressing importance of that part of the

Executive message. Your commiitee ask leave to remark

that amongst the most intercsting concerns of the state,

will he found that of fiing the Territorial limits, with
b 3 JRDTUY 34 3o a axr el coli“!ed i_"u‘”zs

clearncss and precision. Decause it is 2 wen 5wt

{hat the least encroachment of one state upon the Terrilory

of another, from molives of ambiiicn to expand Territory
by unlawful aggre sion is an act of injustice; and to avoid
the commission of any such act, as well as to remove all
causes of quarrel and discord, it has been held by the law
of nations, that it is the duty of cach sta'c to know with

_gertainty, the limits of her Territory, for the beller protecs
tection and management of her eminent domain.

But from causes not fully iknown to your commtice, our
predecessors did not closc the dispute with Virgimia, in 1é-
gard to our southern and western boundaries, although we
find upon record in our archieves of slate, many sUCCESSVe
= Xrern throngh various periods of our %zzs}ffry t.‘o effect ﬂ-\at

bJ most iiberai, persiasive
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very desirabie object, by mcans the mo '
In that part of the IZxecutive message to
ittee has been specxaﬂy

and conctilatery.
which the attention of your comm . :
1s received from the state

"

directed, connected wiih dogumen i t|
of Virginia,we are finally told that the boundaries in ques-
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